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with repulsion, though she seems to have advocated
the match warmly; and Ferdinand, though he
knew, or rather said, that Juana was mad? was
quite ready to take advantage of such an oppor-
tunity for again getting into touch with Henry.
The letter in which Ferdinand gently dallied with
Henry's offer was written in Naples, after months
ot shifty excuses for not sending the rest of Kath-
arine's dowry to England/ and doubtless the time
he gained by postponing the answer about Juana's
marriage until he returned to Spain was of value to
him ; for he was determined, now that a special
providence carefully prepared had removed Philip
from his path, that once more all Spain should
bear his sway whilst he lived, and then should be
divided, rather than his dear Aragon should be
rendered subordinate to other interests.
The encouraging talk of Henry's marriage with
Juana, with which both Katharine and Puebla were
instructed to beguile him, was all very well in its
way, and the King of England became quite
joyously sentimental at the prospect of the new
tie of relationship between the houses of Tudor and
Aragon ; but, really, business was business : if that
long overdue dowry for Katharine was not sent
soon, young Henry would listen to some of the
1 This letter is dated ifl March 1507, and is a most characteristic epistle.
Ferdinand in it professes the deepest love for his daughter and sympathy
for her unhappiness. He had had the money all ready to send, he assures
her, but King Philip had stopped it j and she must keep friendly with King-
Henry, never allowing- any question to be raised as to the binding nature of
her marriage with his son. As to the King's marriage with Juana, the pro-
posal must be kept very secret or Juana will do something to prevent it;
but if she ever marry again it shall be with no one else but Henry.
Whether Ferdinand ever meant in any case to sell his distraught daughter
to Henry may be doubted ; but the proposal offered a good opportunity qf
gaining1 a fresh hold upon the King of England,